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Hannahville Indian Community Comes Together 
for a Day of Ceremonies and Stories

On Wednesday, March 20, the Department of Culture, Language and His-
tory along with the Department of Behavioral Health hosted a Bear Feast 
at the Community Center. Around 50 people attended throughout the day.  
The morning began with ceremonies and teachings from Earl Meshigaud
and Vicki Dowd. 

Following the 
feast, a short sto-
rytelling session 
was held. Tribal 
Chairman Ken 
Meshigaud shared 
how he got to be 
in his position and 
what it means to 
him.

In closing, a song 
was sang in Ken’s 
honor. It was 
great to hear com-
munity members 
speaking positive-
ly and supportive 
of the culture and 
the future of the 
Tribe. Thank you 
to everyone who 
attended. 



** Elder Yoga**
Low Impact Yoga is offered every Thursday from 2:00-3:00 p.m.

in the Elders Complex Building #1.

For more information: call Kris at 723-2530 or see the CNA’s 
at their office in Elders Complex #2. 

A Letter From Our Firekeeper
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I know from my own experience that not just anyone can light a Sacred Fire.  My journey started 29 years ago 
when I was in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and it started with a dream I had about the fire.  The dream I had was so 
vivid but I didn’t know what to do about it so I carried it with me for about a year.  One day I bumped into Earl 
Meshigaud, he was the first one I talked to about my dream.  I do remember everything about the conversation 
but it would not be right to share it all with you in this article. (However, if you come, offer tobacco and sit with 
me as I tend a Sacred Fire I would be happy to share that part of the story with you.)  I can share this about my 
conversation with Earl he said, “We need you to come home.”

My journey leads me back home and with Earl’s guidance I was put out on a fast, sweat lodge and 4days/3nights.  
I shared what I experienced on the fast with Earl and he offered me his support and guidance to become the Fire-
keeper for my people and all of my relations.    I got validation from other people also.  When I spoke with Joe 
Migwanabee he said, “We need you to come home.”  When I spoke with Larry Matrious he said, “We need you 
to come home.” When I spoke to Donny Dowd he said, “We need you to come home.”  The fire had indeed called 
me home.

If you want to be a Firekeeper you have to have a dream and the fire “needs to ask you to come home.”  You need 
to talk with Earl and get the right guidance.  You need to go out on fast and share that information with Earl or 
the right spiritual leader.  

Not just anyone can light that Sacred Fire.  It’s not like lighting a camp fire which anyone can do.  To light a Sa-
cred you must prepare yourself to make that commitment, that is after the fire has made it clear, “We need you to 
come home.”  You must be dedicated to being alcohol and drug free when given the privilege to light a sacred fire.

I am sharing these words with you in a good way, the good way of the fire.  It is an honor for me to carry a “Pwa 
gen” and the Stones I use to light our Sacred Fire, these tools do not belong to me but to all of my relations.

Your Firekeeper,
Wally “Bear” Meshigaud

For the past few years I have, with the help of a few people, let it be known in the community that I would like 
some young man or men to come forward to learn the job of the Firekeeper. I have done this because I would like 
to know that when I am called to journey on, the fire will continue to be kept in the sacred way that I was taught 
for this community. 

I would like to share with you about my journey and how I was 
called to be your Firekeeper.  It has been my pleasure for the last 
28 years to serve the Sacred Fire and this community.  The Sacred 
Fire is not just a place to help answer your prayers.  It helps build 
on the strength that you already have inside of you and aids in 
your healing.  The same is true for this community, or any com-
munity, when people join in numbers to honor the Scared Fire and 
place their tobacco and prayers into the fire the community grows 
in strength and heals.  



Bodewadmi Zheshmowen

Migwetth!!       
Jill Wabanimkee     
Projects Assistant         
Phone: (906)723-2273    
Fax: (906)466- 0303
Email: jillw@potawatomilanguage.org

*** Please take note. 
Do not make any editing 
changes to the Potawa-

tomi Language. ***

Hannahville Happenings . April  2013 .                                             Page 3 

Look for the 
Hannahville 

Department of 
Culture, Language 

and History 
on facebook 

to receive mini 
Potawatomi Lan-

guage lessons and 
view pictures from 

events. 

This lesson I will focus on clothing terms and places within a community. Please repeat these words and use them 
as much as possible in your homes. Your child/children should be familiar with these terms. I would like to say 
that any suggestions are open; for example, if you want a specific lesson please feel free to share that with me and 
I will try my best to make your wishes. This page is to teach the community the language so your input is greatly 
appreciated! 

Clothing Terms-
Biskowagen Shirt or Coat   Gbedi   Pants
(bee-skoh-ah-gen)    (Geh- buh-dee)

Mkesn(en) Shoe(s)    Gokmedas(en) Sock(s)
(M-kes-nen)     (Gok-me-dahs-en)

Wiwkwan Hat    Metthkawen(en) Glove(s)
(Wee-oh-kwahn)    (Mech-kah-wehnen)

Ktthibzowen Belt    Skishgokatthgenen Glasses
(Keh-cheeb-zoh-wen)    (Shkeesh-go-kahj-geh-gohk-meh-dah-sen)

Bisken ni ____Put on your______  Nipitthe I ______ Where is your____
(Bee-sken nee  _______)   (Nee-pee-jeh ee ________)

Places-
Nipitthe e-zhyayen?  Where are you going?
(Nee-pee-jeh eh-zheeyah-yen)

E-Dayan  Place where I live Skongemek  School
(E- dye-ahn)     (skohn-oh-geh-muk)

Dawewgemek  Store   Mshkekiwgemek Hospital/Clinic
(Dah-weh-oh-geh-muk)   (M-shkeh-kee-oh-geh-muk)

Wisniwgemek  Restaurant  Mdodwgemek Sweat Lodge
(Wees-neh-oh-geh-muk)   (M-doh-deh-oh-geh-muk)

Wabeno  Talking Lodge  Wigwam  Traditional Home
(Wah-beh-noh)    (weeg-wahm)

Tadiwgemek  Casino   Shonyawgemek Bank
(Tah-dee-oh-geh-muk)    (shon-yah-oh-geh-muk)



Department of Culture, Language & History
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What Do Community Members Say about the Potawatomi Language?
Strategic Planning for Ongoing Language Revitalization
Part 3: Language Program Update

“It is important to preserve and promote the Potawatomi Language in Hannahville because 
it is who we are, and to be proud of that is to learn and grow in the culture – and a big part 
of our culture is our language.” – Community Language Survey Respondent

In the February newsletter, an overview and progress status update had been provided on Hannahville’s 2005 
Strategic Language Revitalization Plan.  How strategic goals have been accomplished was highlighted in the last 
newsletter issue – showing that a majority of goals have been implemented, with project objectives continuing in 
our language program. 

In this language program update, a selection community responses from a recent language needs survey are 
summarized. Out of 96 adult community members who completed the survey, 97.8% are tribal members, with 
the remaining 2.2% identified as descendants. Respondents were comprised of 64.6% female and 35.4% male.

When asked how familiar each was with the Potawatomi language, 63.2% of survey respondents say they can 
speak a few words or phrases and 55.8% say they understand a few words or phrases, while only 3.2% said they 
could speak it well and 1.1% said they understand well when someone speaks. Another 7.4% do not speak the 
language, and 2.1% do not understand the language at all.

Responding to the question about where knowledge was acquired to speak or understand the Potawatomi 
Language, 34% of community members said they acquired knowledge from school, 31.3 identified parents as 
their source, while 24.0% identified their grandparents. Another 24.0% said they have learned through language 
classes, and 16.7% cited their source for language acquisition through ceremonies or other learning experiences. 
Most respondents reported more than one source.

Survey respondents also identified multiple locations when asked, where do you currently use the Potawatomi 
Language? • At home   54.3%     • At work   16.0%

• With others who speak 28.7%     • At Pow-Wows   14.9%
• Other (locations not listed) 21.3%     • At language classes  13.8%
• At ceremonies   17.0%     • At school     8.5%

In moving forward with community-based language learning, survey respondents reported on their level of inter-
est in learning the Potawatomi Language – with 50.5% indicating that they are very interested, 45.2% some-
what interested, and 4.3% reporting no interest.

When asked if incentives, such as a gas/food card drawing, would help increase their attendance at language 
class, 52.1% respondents said YES, 16.0% said NO, and another 26.6% said MAYBE.

Survey respondents also identified sets of statements that applied to them. 

About Language Classes:
• I would be interested in assisting in a language 
 class 23.6%

• I would be interested in teaching a language 
 class   5.6%

• I am not interested in attending a language 
 class 16.9%

• I have attended a language class within the last 
 year 15.7%

• I have attended a language class within the last 
 five years 22.5%

• I plan to attend a language class within the 
 next year 51.7%



Department of Culture, Language & History
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Individual hopes with regard to learning the Potawatomi Language:
• Understand and speak fluently 50.0%
• Understand and speak a few words and phrases 
 (speak a welcome or say a prayer 51.1%
• See my children/grandchildren understand 
 and speak fluently 52.1%

   • See my children/grandchildren understand and 
 speak a few words and phrases 33.0%
   • Do not have the desire to speak or understand 
 the language   5.3%
   • Do not have the desire for my children /grand-
 children to speak or understand the language   1.1%

Community responses styles of learning preferred to learn the Potawatomi language are the following:
• Listening 67.0%     • Writing 31.9%
• Reading 31.9%     • Repetition 47.9%
• Seeing visuals along with the words 70.2% 

Types of Potawatomi Language classes were identified as well. Listening and Speaking classes were identified 
as the most popular by 63.3% of the respondents, followed by 58.9% with an interest in Family classes (all ages). 
Interest in social events - Bingo, games, etc. - was indicated by 44.4%, while 35.6% are interested in Immersion 
classes (everything in Potawatomi). Interest in proficiency-based classes (everyone at same level) were identi-
fied by 32.2% of respondents, followed by writing and grammar 31.1%, computer internet classes 25.6% and 
English instruction of Potawatomi 25.6%.

Additional Language Learning Tools preferred by the community were rated as follows:
• Games 45.1%     • Songs 33.0%
• Audio 39.6%     • Activities at Events 56.0%
• Video 37.4%
Community members also reported on how they prefer to learn – with 62.5% indicating that they prefer to learn 
in a group, 29.5% saying they prefer one-on-one learning, and 25.0% with a preference to learn on their own. 

To assure the survival of the Potawatomi language, community members agreed (95.7%) that language re-
sources such as stories, lessons and dictionaries should be made available to the community via internet access.

Survey respondents overwhelmingly agreed (97.3%) that interaction with, and sharing of information and 
resources with other Potawatomi bands should also be encouraged to ensure the survival of the Potawatomi 
language.

This summary represents a selection of questions and responses as an overview of community language survey 
responses. The complete survey report includes all open-ended questions with comments and suggestions by all 
respondents. Copies of the full language survey are available through the Department of Culture, Language and 
History, at the Potawatomi Heritage Center.

A Note from the Language Department
As a Department, we have made a few additions to help increase language learning within the community. We are here 
to help our community members to learn the Potawatomi Language, as well as our culture and history. Within the past 
month we have started a Facebook page. It’s a place where we will post mini Language Classes as well as news and 
updates.  Our goal is to keep our language and culture alive so we can pass it on our children who can pass it on to their 
children and future generations.  As educators for our children we also encourage you to learn as much as you can, to 
encourage our children to learn it. Please “LIKE” our Facebook page which is listed under “Department of Culture, 
Language & History” If you don’t have a Facebook page we also have online classes. We would like to see more par-
ents use this too, so please encourage the parents to use this page as well. If you have any other questions or concerns 
please feel free to call me at 723-2273, Dawn Hill at 723-2272 or Earl Meshigaud at 723-2271.
Migwetth!! Jill Wabanimkee, Projects Assistant, Department of Culture, Language, and History 



2013 Election Information
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Tribal Council Elections will be on Monday, May 6, 2013. Tribal Council Candidates must be a resident, 
enrolled member and be 25 years of age on or before May 6, 2013, submit evidence of a negative drug test and 
signature verified on the required affidavit. All 12 seats as well as the 2 alternates are up for election this year.  

Board Elections will be on Monday, May 20, 2013. Tribal Board candidates must be a resident enrolled mem-
ber and be 21 years of age on or before May 6, 2013, submit evidence of a negative drug test and signature verified 
on the required affidavit. *Board Election Day also includes voting for adoptions. 

Drug Testing for Council and all Boards will end on Friday April 12, 2013 at 12:00 pm. The cost of the test will 
remain at $25 and is due at the time you take the test. Call the Health Clinic to set an appointment at 466-2782.

Tribal Council and Board Candidate sign up will be held during voter registration week  beginning 
Monday, April 8th and ending Friday, April 12, 2013 at 12:00 p.m. within the Administration Building. 
Election Committee is in need of 7 or more volunteers from the community. Some of the duties of the election 
committee include: assisting with the compilation of voter lists, verifying that candidates meet the qualifications 
for candidacy, preparation of ballots, maintaining the security at polling place, overseeing the casting and count-
ing of ballots, and conducting recounts of election results. Members may need to attend training in conducting 
elections. Since this year is both Tribal Council and Board elections it will be busy. If you are interested in being 
on the Election Committee there is a sign up sheet at the front desk of the Administration Building or you can call 
Tammy Meshigaud at 723-2604. 

Board Elections
All the Boards will have 3 open spots this year. If the Board includes alternates, those spots will also be up for 
election. The names that show a (13) after indicate that their spots are up in 2013. 

School Board
Charlotte Harris (14)    Charles “John” Meshigaud (14
Crystal Lea (14)    Connee Sagataw (14)
Jackie Kang (13)                                  Marilyn Shawano (13)                                          
Geneva “Magg” Wandahsega (13)                                               
Alternates: 1st Stephanie Philemon, 2nd Gloria Wandahsega

Adult & Child Welfare Board
Victoria Dowd (14) *Chairperson
Gloria Wandahsega (14)
Mary Little-Winberg (13)*Vice-Chairperson  
Mia Smith(13)*Secretary                                                            
Geneva “Magg” Wandahsega (13)
Alternate: 1st Arlene Boelter 

Gaming Commission
Stephanie Philemon(14) Chairperson
Anna Larson (14) Secretary
Connee Sagataw (14)        
Richard Meshigaud (14)            
Karol Sagataw (13) Vice-Chairperson                                                               
Connie Metzger (13)
James Wandahsega (13)                                                    

Health Board
Donald Meshigaud (14)                                                             
Alan “Barney” Philemon (14)*Vice-Chairperson 
Lois Tovar (14)*Secretary
Lori Keshick (14)
Mary Lynn Meshigaud (13)*Chairperson                                                                   
Anna Larson (13)
Crystal Lea (13)
Alternates: 1st Debra Williams, 2nd Arlene Boelter

Housing Board
Mia Smith (14)*Vice-Chairperson
Charlotte Harris (14) *Secretary
Jesse Wandahsega (14)
Donald Meshigaud (14)
Jackie Kang (13)*Chairperson
Alan “Barney” Philemon (13)                                                 
Richard Meshigaud (13) 
Alternates: 1st Lois Tovar, 2nd Molly Meshigaud



Election Letters
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 As another election gets closer I would like to express my gratitude to you the Tribal membership that 
have elected me into this position for another three year term. This job has many, many challenges and at times 
is overwhelming. It is a job that isn’t over at 4:00 p.m., it is a full time plus position but I couldn’t imagine do-
ing anything else. My passion in life was to become a social worker. When I was the ICW worker here it was a 
rewarding yet difficult job and I am forever grateful that I have been able to still help people in so many ways. 
 I again can say in confidence that I leave the history of the Tribal Council Meetings from 2010 to 2013 in 
accurate, orderly, and approved for every regular, special and closed meeting conducted during my term. 
 I appreciate the position that I was so entrusted in three years ago, time flies you’re your working! Ha Ha 
no that isn’t how it goes but I am grateful that I was given the opportunities to learn, grow, teach and to leave my 
footprint for my children and grandchildren to see that I did my best. It is with sincere hope that I have led by 
example as a Tribal Council Member and wish everyone nothing but the best in your own lives. This is not my 
farewell letter as I do plan on seeking re-election for another term. When electing the Tribal Council please keep 
this in mind: you are building a team of 14 members to work together for the best interests of the Tribe. 
 I again ask for your continued support in the upcoming election and would love to be a part of the contin-
ued growth of our community. I will continue to do my best at whatever the Creator has in store for me. With that, 
I leave you with this quote: One day at a time… this is enough. Do not look back & grieve over the past for it is 
gone; and do not be troubled about the future, for it has not yet come. Live in the present & make it so beautiful 
it will be worth remembering.
Chi Migwetth, Tammy Meshigaud, Tribal Council Secretary

Boozhoo Hannahville Tribal Members;
 I would like to take a moment of your time to announce my candidacy for Tribal Council this year. More 
importantly, I would like to ask for your vote in this year’s elections. 
 Recently there have been meetings for concerned tribal members. I was fortunate to be able to attend one 
of those meetings. There were plenty of great points made and I wish that I could have attended more but I am 
on a very tight schedule right now. I work two jobs and I am attending LSSU full time (4 classes) in pursuit of a 
bachelor’s degree in business. If all goes well I will graduate in December of this year. 
 What I found to be the most interesting point of the meeting that I did attend is that there are many more 
tribal members that now realize that there is a great deal of mismanagement occurring on both levels of the com-
munity and the casino. This is something that I have been concerned with for many years. I have seen these prob-
lems over the years and quite frankly, they are not getting any better. All of these tribal/casino funds that are being 
mismanaged need to stop. It needs to be addressed. 
 These wasted funds can be used for much better things such as creating new positions for tribal members, 
paying down the tribal debt, increased per cap and many other ideas that the tribe cannot realize right now. Any-
thing is better than letting these current activities continue. These are funds for the tribe, not for people to use and 
play with at their own discretion. 
 Again, I ask for your vote in this year’s elections. Not only for myself but for everyone that you know that 
truly wants to see change. Good luck!
Thank you, Chad Harris Sr. 

Greetings, my name is Jackie Kang.  I have been working for the Community for 15 years, and I so enjoy serving 
our Community.  I would like to share with you my beliefs of what some of a Tribal Council Member’s respon-
sibilities and duties should consist of.  They should do all that is necessary to keep our people safe and healthy.  
They should strive to ensure that our members have the tools and opportunities to create a full and rewarding life 
for themselves and their families.  They should ensure that our Culture and beliefs stay strong.  They should lead 
by example, demonstrate responsibility, uphold honesty and treat others with respect.  I would like to have the 
opportunity to serve our Community in these duties and I would be deeply honored if I was elected into Tribal 
Council.  In serving our Community I would uphold the responsibilities and duties set on to me.  So, please this 
election year, take the time to carefully consider who would best serve our Community.  
Thank you for your time and good luck to all that are requesting to serve on Tribal Council.
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Election Letters 
It’s been 18 years since I have come back home and in those 18 years I have been continuously employed by the 
Tribe. Out of those 18 years I have served and preserved your interests as a Council Member for 9 of those years. 
During the last Election those that were running for Tribal Council ran on the promise of having more jobs for 
tribal members and since coming on board very little action was taken to fulfill their promise. The only time tribal 
members jobs were preserved is when they were appealing their job loss to tribal council. On the other hand I did 
not verbally promise anything however I have always said it is action that speaks louder than words or promises. 
Since the last election I have brought on three new tribal members from Hannahville and another tribal member 
from Citizen Band of Oklahoma into the Department of Language, Culture and History. We now have 8 in the 
department five of us are tribal members and three are not. Those that are not tribal members bring a lot of ex-
pertise and experience along with the educational degree that is necessary to work in the School. Reality is, we 
need them. Heading up our “team” is our A.N.A Language Coordinator, Dawn Hill who coordinated three years 
of language immersion and community based language activities. It was her position that provided all the reports 
to Washington to make sure we were in compliance of all the requirements. When the A.N.A. people came to 
Hannahville to do their last site visit they had nothing but praise for what was accomplished in 3 years. Dawn’s re-
ports, videos and comments from the A.N.A. were shown to the Congress of the United States. In that time we not 
only put Hannahville on the cyberspace (internet) map with our Language web-site www. potawatomilanguage.
org. with 7,235,361 successful visits to our site we also were able to showcase the Hannahville Indian Community 
in Washington D.C. All of this came about because the people in Hannahville said in a survey that 73% of the 
people wanted to have the Potawatomi Language taught in the Community. When Council asked if I could take 
on that project I said that it would be a monumental task, we started with absolutely nothing and today we have 
what a lot of other bands say they wish they could have. We have a curriculum based language that is being rec-
ommended by Northern Michigan University to be initiated into all core curriculum subjects across the board in 
our school. We have what they said is top notch lesson plans that meet and exceed state standards in the Language 
Department and they would like to see that same system used throughout the entire school. Our department could 
in fact pave the way to preserving the funding that our school gets both federally and from the state. I accepted the 
challenge of language revitalization knowing full well that it would be a lot of hard work but that in the end future 
generation and the people of Hannahville would benefit. In other words you asked for it, we rolled up our sleeves 
got to work and provided it for you. Our goal is to someday produce our own text book written in the Potawatomi 
Language that is something that nobody has right now. Most Foreign Language Teachers have text books to use 
to guide them but we do not have that yet. All in all even though the task in not finished yet I am glad to report to 
you that we have exceeded what was originally asked and expected of us in the department. My work experience 
as a Culture Director managing the department especially in the language revitalization area proves that I can get 
the job done if given the time and the chance to do it. That is the kind of work ethic I bring to the table, I know 
what has to be done and I know how to do it all I need is your support to continue to do the things that you the 
people have asked for. After much consideration I have decided to run for re-election to the Tribal Council. I will 
push for fairness, try to eliminate the double standards and close the loopholes in the policies that are already in 
place. There are some good protective policies unfortunately they are not being enforced by those that are sup-
posed to enforce them. If it takes another resolution  or too amend what is already there I would like to work with 
the Council to get things straightened out and help bring back credibility to the Council.
Migwetth, Earl J.Meshigaud Sr.

My name is Stephanie (Meshigaud) Philemon and I’ve lived on the Hannahville reservation my whole life. This 
year, I am running for a seat on the Tribal Council. I would like to take this opportunity to tell you a little about 
myself. I have worked for the Community for 18 years this coming September; 13 of them for Project: Visions.  
I graduated from Bay College in 2003 with an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Development. Then in 
2006, I went on to receive an Associate’s Degree in Office Systems/Administrative Assistant and a Certificate in 
Secretarial. 
I currently serve on the School Board and the Gaming Commission (Board Chair). I have served on both boards 
since 2006. 

continued on page 9
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Hello, I’m Mia Smith and I am a Tribal Council candidate. My family and I have lived here for quite some time.   
I am the mother of 3 children who are my inspiration and motivation for continual self-improvement.  Our tribal 
future is extremely important to me.  A few of you may have heard me reiterate Ghandi saying that in order to see 
a change, you need to be the change.  Change will not happen overnight and it will not happen because of one 
person.  Change takes a team, a tribe, a community, a group of dedicated people willing to learn from the past, to 
rise above the negatives and continue striving to protect the present and improve our future.  From the elders to 
the newborns, we need to recognize what has been accomplished and identify what still needs to be done in order 
to prepare for what is yet to come.  I believe that experience plays a role in leadership.  I would like to apply my 
past experiences and share knowledge that I’ve gained, to strengthen the community’s future.  
• 12 years serving the community by successfully holding elected positions on both the Adult and Child Welfare 
 Board and Housing Board
• 10 years employed as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor at the Visions Center working with many tribal 
 members interested in employment
• 3 years served as a Parent Representative on the Head Start Policy Council for the maximum term
• 2 years served as the Vice President of the Parent Teacher Organization - PTO at BR-H
• Actively participated in both Healthy Start and FACE programs (when eligible)
• Am very involved in my children’s education and their numerous extra-curricular activities
I believe that education is the one thing that can never be taken away from you so why not learn as much as pos-
sible?  I have jumped at the opportunity to expand my education and leadership skills whenever possible.  
• Graduate of Bark River-Harris High School
• Graduate of Bay de Noc Community College (Associate Degrees in Biochemistry, Social Work, and Human 
 Services)
• Completed Dale Carnegie Courses (and became a training assistant for two later courses)
• Participated in Delta Force (a became a facilitator since 2008) 
• Graduate of San Diego State University SDSU (Bachelors Degree in Vocational Education) 
• Will complete Masters Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from SDSU in October 2013 
• Assisted in the development of various community programs and policies  
It is the variety of life experiences, education, trainings, active participation and increased responsibilities that 
have provided me the confidence to place my name on the ballot for Tribal Council.  I would like to say thank you 
to all of you who have supported me thus far and thank you in advance for your consideration when selecting the 
leaders of our community at our 2013 elections.  With Gratitude and Respect, Mia Smith    

 I have served on the Head Start Council of ITC from 2008 – 2011 and I graduated from the 2010 Delta 
Force Leadership Program of Delta County. This program taught me about the operations of several Delta County 
businesses, such as: New Page Paper Mill, Daily Press, Delta County Court House, Lake State Industries, our own 
Community, and many others. It was a great experience to see how area business’ work. 
 In the years that I have served for the Community, I have had the privilege to work with people of many 
ages. My involvement with each board and other committees has given me many opportunities to see how things 
work, how the staff in these programs makes a difference, and what issues need the most attention. I have learned 
so much about our resources by being involved that I would be more than happy to help anyone who asks. If there 
is anything I don’t know I’m confident I can point you in the right direction. 
 I also feel that in all decisions that are made, we should always have the youth in mind; they are the future 
of our Potawatomi people, not just in infrastructure but education, careers and all-around quality of life in our 
Community. I feel I am an optimistic person who tries to look for the good in all things; even changes for which 
we may not be prepared. 
 I believe family is where all good things begin. We all make mistakes, but learning from our mistakes is 
where each of us gains our strength. From this strength we as a community can build stronger bonds and through 
this bond we can accomplish anything. We cannot change what we don’t acknowledge and change can be a beauti-
ful thing. Life is truly how positive we can see things. 
Thank you in advance to those who vote for me; thank you for having faith in me and giving me a chance. 
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1. Alexander, Trischa M. 
2. Anderson, Janice B.
3. Auginaush, Carolyn C.
4. Auginaush, Faye D.G.
5. Anziano, Ogeemabinaysee
6. Black, Cahn L.
7. Boda, Bret W.
8. Boda, Donna M.
9. Boda, Kyle W.
10. Boelter, Arlene G.
11. Boychief, Regina L. “Gina”
12. Brunette, Jeremy S.
13. Burns, Cynthia C. 
14. Burns, Tina M.
15. Carlson, Heidi L.
16. Carpenter, Lena J.
17. Caswell, Jeannie M.
18. Crampton, Mona L.
19. Decota, Alicia M.
20. Decota Jr., John P.
21. DeLeon, Peggy A.
22. Dees, Russel E.
23. Dowd, Ongeequay E.
24. Dowd, Victoria J.
25. Frye, Eddie R.
26. Frye, Paula J.
27. Frye Sr., Rodney L. 
28. Gamez, Audrey C.
29. Gill, Clarence E.
30. Gill, Kevin B.
31. Gill, Rose M.
32. Gill, Shannon E.
33. Halfaday, Barbara A.
34. Halfaday, Becky L.
35. Halfaday, Brian L.
36. Halfaday, Cedric S. 
37. Halfaday, Chris J. 
38. Halfaday, Dana L.
39. Halfaday, Dawn R.
40. Halfaday, Diana L.
41. Halfaday, Eric L.
42. Halfaday, Jennifer R.
43. Halfaday, Kevin J.
44. Halfaday, Jr., Louis
45. Halfaday, Natasha N.
46. Halfaday, Robin R.
47. Halfaday, Theresa A.
48. Hapner, Jeffery A.
49. Hapner, Tammy L.
50. Hardwick, Becky A.
51. Hardwick, Dustin T.
52. Hardwick, Ernest D.
53. Hardwick, Margaret S.
54. Hardwick, Renee A.

55. Harris, Brittany K.
56. Harris, Chad E.
57. Harris, Charlotte L.
58. Hess, Amanda A.
59. Howard, Anita G. 
60. Ingraham, Gerald W.
61. Jackson, Jeremiah R.
62. Jackson, Kelli M.
63. Jackson, Pamela F.
64. Jesse, Cheryl A. 
65. Jesse, Ronald P.
66. Jesse, Vanessa M.
67. Johnson, Mary J.
68. Johnson Jr., Robert 
69. Kang, Jacqueline D.
70. Karaga, Rochelle S.
71. Karaja, Traci L.
72. Keezer, Edna C.
73. Keshick, Anthony D.
74. Keshick, Carmen L.
75. Keshick, Carissa C.
76. Keshick, Dyllan J.
77. Keshick, Franklin O.
78. Keshick Sr., Lexie “Jason”
79. Keshick, Lisa R. 
80. Keshick, Lori B.
81. Keshick, Peter R. 
82. LaFave, Jamie F.
83. LaFave, Mindy L.
84. Larson Jr., Albert A.
85. Larson, Anna R.
86. Larson, Dustin M.
87. Larson, Janet A.
88. Larson, Mark A.
89. Lattergrass, John S.
90. Lattergrass, Kristina M.
91. Lea, Crystal L.
92. Light, Cheryl P. 
93. Little, Debra L.
94. Little, Lisa R.
95. Little, Russell “Ralph”
96. Little-Winberg, Mary J.
97. Litchard, Stephen D.
98. Long (Keshick), Peter H.
99. Malinowski, Adam A. 
100. Malinowski, Barbara R.
101. Malinowski, Gabrielle A.
102. Malinowski, Lila A.
103. Mathias, Dion K.
104. Matrious, Darren R.
105. McCullough, Anakwud G.
106. McCullough, Jessica  J.
107. McCullough, Jody A.
108. McCullough Sr., Lloyd J.

109.   McCullough, Ta-Sheena L.
110.   McCullough, Vanessa M.
111.   McDonald, Vanessa L.
112.   Medlin, Ashley R. 
113.   Megenuph, Amber D. 
114.   Megenuph, Charlotte E.
115.   Megenuph, George L. 
116.   Megenuph, Gordon “Chuck”
117.   Megenuph, Juanita R.
118.   Meshigaud, Aaron M.
119.   Meshigaud, Annie L.
120.   Meshigaud, Bonita G.
121.   Meshigaud, Charles H.
122.   Meshigaud, Craig C.
123.   Meshigaud, Daniel P. 
124.   Meshigaud, Donald
125.   Meshigaud, Earl J.
126.   Meshigaud, Jr., Earl J.
127.   Meshigaud, Elaine M.
128.   Meshigaud Sr., Ernest “Tubby”
129.   Meshigaud, Frank L.
130.   Meshigaud Sr., Gary R.
131.   Meshigaud, Harl J. 
132.   Meshigaud, Harriet A. 
133.   Meshigaud, Ida R.
134.   Meshigaud, Janet A. 
135.   Meshigaud, Janice “Irene”
136.   Meshigaud, Jesse R.
137.   Meshigaud Sr., John E.
138.   Meshigaud Jr., John E
139.   Meshigaud, Juana L. 
140.   Meshigaud, Kenneth W.
141.   Meshigaud, Kira E.
142.   Meshigaud, Mary Lynn
143.   Meshigaud, Melissa R.
144.   Meshigaud, Misty D.
145.   Meshigaud, Molly R.
146.   Meshigaud, Myron J.
147.   Meshigaud, Nicole L.
148.   Meshigaud, Noreena M.
149.   Meshigaud, Peter L.
150.   Meshigaud, Richard A.
151.   Meshigaud, Robert A.
152.   Meshigaud Jr., Ronald
153.   Meshigaud, Tammy R.
154.   Meshigaud, Walter B.
155.   Meshigaud, Wanda H. 
156.   Metzger, Christine A.
157.   Metzger, Christina M.
158.   Metzger, Connie M.
159.   Metzger, Mellissa R.
160.   Migwanabe, Emma J.
161.   Miller, Karen R.
162.   Mroczkowski, Faye L.
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ELIGIBLE VOTER LIST 
If there was anyone that was 
missed, please call Tammy 
Meshigaud at 723-2604.

VOTER REGISTRATION 
will be held at the Administra-

tion building the week of 

April 8-12, 2013
It will begin on Monday at 

8:00 a.m. and close on 
Friday at 12:00 p.m. 

In order to become a qualified 
voter in the upcoming election 
you must be an enrolled HIC 
member, be 21 years of age on 
or before May 6, 2013, reside 
on tribal lands at least 90 days 
prior to May 6, 2013 and com-
plete the voter registration ap-
plication. 

163. Munroe, Lesley R.
164. Neely, Katherine M.
165. O’Brien, Phoebe “Bear” 
166. Pearson, Loretta M. 
167. Pearson, Walter L.
168. Peters, Charlene F.
169. Philemon, Alan B. “Barney”
170. Philemon Jr., Henry A.”Chun”
171. Philemon, Leon “Beehop”
172. Philemon, Lynn M.”Lolly”
173. Philemon, Michael R.
174. Philemon, Michelle L.
175. Philemon, Randy L.
176. Philemon, Sharon F.
177. Philemon, Stephanie M.
178. Polfus, Rita B.
179. Ritchie, Clarence D.
180. Ritchie, Maxwell T.
181. Ritchie, Rita A.
182. Robinson, Ruth C.
183. Saboo, Ann M.
184. Sagataw, Alex R.
185. Sagataw, Alexander B.
186. Sagataw, Cheryl E.
187. Sagataw, Connee A.
188. Sagataw, Dale J. “Joe” 
189. Sagataw, Daniel 
190. Sagataw, Derek J.
191. Sagataw, Donald V. “Duck”
192. Sagataw, Errol “Marty”
193. Sagataw, Gregory “Buck”
194. Sagataw, Heather D.
195. Sagataw, Helen L.
196. Sagataw, Jessie L.
197. Sagataw, Joseph A.
198. Sagataw, Joseph “Mike”
199. Sagataw, Karol J.
200. Sagataw, Kenneth B. 
201. Sagataw, Lance O.
202. Sagataw Jr., Levi “Bloss”
203. Sagataw, Luann C.  
204. Sagataw, Lucas R.
205. Sagataw, Mark A.
206. Sagataw, Ronald L.
207. Sagataw, Steven M.
208. Sagataw, Vaughn M.
209. Sagataw, William D.
210. Scheeneman, Amanda L.
211. Shawano Marilyn J.
212. Sjoholm Sr., William R. 
213. Smith, Amanda L.
214. Smith, Carol L. 
215. Smith, Corrina M.
216. Smith, Eli F. 

217. Smith Jr., Francis L. 
218. Smith, Jesse L.
219. Smith, Mark F.
220. Smith, Mia L.
221. Smith, Mickey L.
222. Smith, Stephanie F.
223. Smith, Timothy L.
224. Smith, Thomas J.
225. Smith, Thomas R. 
226. Spry, Cynthia R. 
227. Teeple, Charlene L. 
228. Teeple, Christopher D.
229. Teeple, Jamie L. 
230. Teeple, Vance L.
231. Teeple, Wesley E.
232. Thunder Jr., Vernon L.
233. Tovar, Chris “Bob”
234. Tovar, David 
235. Tovar, Kelly A.
236. Tovar, Lois A.
237. Trudeau, Parker Z.
238. Trudeau, Vivian “Mare” 
239. Uskilith, Shianne L.
240. Wandahsega, Alan D.
241. Wandahsega, Alma C.
242. Wandahsega, Angela “Angie”
243. Wandahsega, Charles “John
244. Wandahsega, Darrel E.
245. Wandahsega, Geneva “Magg”
246. Wandahsega, Gerald W. 
247. Wandahsega, Gloria J.
248. Wandahsega, James W.
249. Wandahsega, Jason A.
250. Wandahsega, Janice A.
251. Wandahsega, Jesse J.
252. Wandahsega, Kendal J.
253. Wandahsega Jr., Leroy R.
254. Wandahsega, Luann J.
255. Wandahsega Sr., Michael C.
256. Wandahsega, Patricia J. “Patsy”
257. Wandahsega, Patrick R.
258. Wandahsega, Phillip D. 
259. Wandahsega, Rosalind “Rose”
260. Wandahsega, Russell R.
261. Wandahsega, Sara J.
262. Wandahsega, Scott E.
263. Wandahsega, Stephen J. 
264. Wandahsega Sr., Theodore B.
265. Wandahsega Jr., Theodore B.
266. Wandahsega, Timothy D. “Tim”
267. Wandahsega, Tonto A. 
268. Wandahsega, Travis L.
269. Wandahsega, Tyrone P.
270. Wandahsega, Verna M.

271. Wandahsega, Warren D.
272. Wandahsega, William “Bill”
273. Wandahsega-Williams, Marlene
274. Whitmore-Crampton, Mona L. 
275. Williams, Barbara A.
276. Williams, Betty J.
277. Williams, Brian L.
278. Williams, Cherice M.
279. Williams, Debra A.  
280. Williams Sr., Gregory A.
281. Williams Jr., Gregory A.
282. Williams Jr., Harry J.
283. Williams, Jr., Henry L.
284. Williams, Nichole H.
285. Williams, Veronica M.
286. Withey, Mariah R.



Adoption Requests

Grandparents were Jerome W. McCullough Sr. & Gloria Jean McCullough (Meshigaud) who are Full Hannahville 
Indian Community Potawatomi members and Floyd Leo & Terry Lee Perry both of Sault Ste. Marie, MI and both 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indian members and Michael & Connie Rogers of Watersmeet, MI. I visit 
Hannahville and see my Great Aunties and Great Uncles as well as my GREAT GREAT Aunties on my Great 
Grandmother Gloria’s side. Bonnie Meshigaud & Rita Belle.  
 I am requesting to become a Hannahville Indian Community Potawatomi member.  As a McCullough fam-
ily member, I am the only one not a recognized tribal member. MY family is Hannahville Potawatomi and I TOO 
would like to be a Hannahville Potawatomi member.  My family is rich with strong language and cultural values.  
I am being taught to speak and learn Potawatomi/Ojibwe /Odawa language as a first language. With that, help pass 
on OUR language and culture for this generation to come. I love to powwow and sing on my hand drum given to 
me by my Great Aunt Vicki (McCullough) and cousin Ongeequay Dowd. 

Miigwech. Please consider me in voting in this year’s election. VOTE RADRIC DANE PERRY 
(MCCULLOUGH) next generation of Hannahville Potawatomi’s!!!

For as long as I can remember I’ve wanted to find a con-
nection to my native culture and family. I humbly ask 
you for your vote to become an adopted tribal member 
in the upcoming election, because I would like to be-
come a complete part of our culture and family. I am 
ready to come home so I can begin to learn our tradi-
tional ways. If you have questions or would be willing 
to assist me in reconnecting with my family please call 
me at 330-361-9282 or email me at jmyers0529@stark-
state.net.
Migwech & Much respect, Jennifer  

Champions of themselves. I also have turned 4 people 
pro, all of whom have fought and represented well un-
der the Hannahville name. I hope you consider voting 
for me on May 20th. Migwetth
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 Boozhoo Aaniin, My name is Radric Dane Perry (McCullough).  I am 
16months old. My Aanishnaabe name is “Gniwaabima Nigig” which means 
Watching Otter and I am Bear Clan. My parents are Jacob Dane McCullough 
who is one/half Hannahville Indian Community Potawatomi member and Jes-
sica Marie Perry who is 3/16 of Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
member.  I live with my Mother, Grandmother, Auntie and Uncles in Rudyard, 
MI. I spend weekends with my Dad, Grandmother, Uncle and Aunties in Sault 
Ste. Marie, MI. My grandparents are Judy Ann McCullough, a full Hannahville 
Indian Community Potawatomi member and Maria Christine Jesse and Jody 
Lee Perry, a Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians member. My Great 

Bo Sho Denwemagnek (Hello to all my 
relatives) My name is Jennifer Joy My-
ers. I am deeply honored to be a newly 
registered descendant of the Hanna-
haville Indian Community. It took me 
39 years to confirm that this is where I 
descend from because I am an adoptee, 
a lost bird, and part of the stolen gen-
erations. I was born May 29, 1973 at 
9:15am, at St. Francis Hospital of Es-
canaba and I was named Christina at 
birth.  My mother was 15 years old at 
the time of my birth and she is Native 
American. I was placed in foster care 
following birth for two months until I 
was adopted.  

I have lived in Hannahville 
all my life. I want to thank my 
teacher Mr. Kleikamp for all his 
help and patience in class.

Written by: Noel Sagataw

Please vote for Noel to be ad-
opted in the upcoming election. 

Bozho, Keith Tebear ndeshnekas. 
My father is Tim Smith. My grand-
father is Francis Smith Sr.. My 
Grandmother is Lucy Feathers. For 
two years now I have been volun-
teering my time as a coach for the 
Hannahville Boxing Club. I enjoy 
getting the youth involved in a phys-
ical sport and seeing them make 

Adoption requests (that have filled out the necc-
esary paperwork) will be on the ballot 

during the Board elections on May 20th. 
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Hello everyone, these are my 2 children, Allison is 10, 
Aiden is 5, they will both be on the adoption ballot in 
May.  Allison attends Kidzone and is in the dance pro-
gram at the Youth Center, she is also an honor roll stu-
dent in 4th grade at Bark River.  Aiden is in Kindergar-
ten at Hannahville PSA, and will be attending Kidzone 
this summer.

Their Great Great Grandfather was Frank Wandahsega 
Sr., he was married to Anna Keshick and was a past 
Chairmen of our Tribe.  Next is Frank Wandahsega Jr., 
who everyone knew as "Slim", he was married to Dorris 
Bingham, and also served on the Council.  My dad and 
their Grandfather is Frank Wandahsega III, known as 
"Frankie" to most, is married to my mother, Kathy Cole.  
Then myself, I'm married to Angela O'Connell.    

They are both direct descendants of our Tribe, and 
would greatly benefit from being members.  In closing, 
please for  vote "yes" to accept my children as members 
of the Hannahville Potawatomi Tribe.

father - the late Perry "Par" Thunder Jr., Siblings - Levi 
and Loretta Sagataw (tribal members through adop-
tion), Aunts- Paula "Bunny", Toni, Loretta, Luanne, 
Betsy, Charlene, Carolyn, and Cheryl "Sherry" (ALL 
tribal members), Uncles Errol "Marty", Jeffery, and 
Eddy "Champ" Sagataw (ALL tribal members also). I 
have many cousins who also live in Hannahville and are 
tribal members. My mother unfortunately didn't reside 
in Hannahville at the time of my birth so therefore, I 
couldn't become a tribal member. I don't know who my 
father is so I cannot obtain his blood quantum. I feel that 
I should not be punished by this. There are many rea-
sons why I would like to be a member. The main reason 
is to feel like I belong somewhere. I no longer have my 
mother or step-father so I feel like this is my only family 
left. I reside in Hannahville with my husband and step-
children. I'm currently employed at the Island Oasis. I 
plan on making this my permanent home with my fam-
ily. My daughter, Alyssa Celeste Sagataw, who is mak-
ing me a grandmother, also resides here in Hannahville 
and is a member through her fathers tribe. I have two 
boys Brandon and Bradley who live with their father in 
Minnesota and are members of his tribe.So please sup-
port me and vote for me this year! Megwetch!

Bosho. I am writing this letter on behalf of my little princess. Her name is Shyanne 
Louis Meshigaud. She is 5 years old and 3/8 Potawatomi. I am her father, Charles W. 
Meshigaud and I am 1/2 Potawatomi, enrolled in Hannahville. Her mother, Melinda 
Meshigaud is a descendant of Hannahville and is 1/4 Potawatomi. Her paternal grand-
parents are Daniel and Lorrie Meshigaud. Daniel is full Potawatomi and an enrolled 
member. Her maternal grandparent is Bonnie Gafner and she is 1/2 Potawatomi and an 
enrolled member. Her older brother, Daniel, is also an enrolled member. 
When Shyanne was born we were living in Escanaba due to not having housing in 
Hannahville. She was born in Marquette, MI. We are currently living in Green Bay, 
WI, for better schooling and job opportunities for our family. I would like Shyanne to 
be a tribal member because it is very important to me that she learns her heritage and 
traditional ways. She currently participates in our pow wows and attends the Potawa-
tomi Gatherings as much as she can. 
Please vote for my little girl. I think she would be a good asset to our tribe. 
Chi-miigwetch!!! Charles Meshigaud

Boozoo! My name is Joyce 
"Jody" Theresa (Sagataw) 
Wandahsega. I am married 
to Kendal Wandahsega. I 
am asking for your support 
and vote in this upcoming 
election. This is my family: 
Grandparents - the late Ed-
gar and Charlotte Sagataw, 
Mother - the late Celeste 
"Josie" Thunder, Step-
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The Adopt-A-Highway spring clean up is scheduled for Thursday May 2nd, 

with a make up date of May 3rd in case of rain.

Adopt-A-Highway

The Hannahville Tribal Police Department is looking for any volunteers that 
would like to assist in this valuable community service.  

The area that we pick up is 3 miles beginning at County Line Road to D-Road.

If you are interested, please contact Nicki at 466-2911.

The Skerbeck's Holy Name Carnival is 
scheduled for April 18th - 20th. 

Free Children's Fun Festival

Date:  Wednesday, April 24th - Saturday, April 27th
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Delta Plaza Mall in Escanaba 
Sponsor: Delta County Early Childhood Council 
Contact: Lannie Berg 906-786-3032 
  
For Chilren up to 8 years of age & their families. Fun 
hands on activites, boucy house, face painting & a free 
book for every child.

Mom 2 Mom Sale 
Date:  Saturday, April 27th 
Place: Ruth Butler Building UP State Fairgrounds   
The mom to mom sale is a large indoor sale where 
moms can rent tables to sell their children's outgrown 
gently used items to other moms and dads. For more 
information, call the Delta County Chamber of Com-
merce at 906.786.2192.

Escanaba Noon Kiwanis Home and Garden Show 
Date:  Friday, April 12th - Sunday, April 14th 
Time: Friday 5-9pm, Saturday 9-7pm, Sunday 9-2pm 
Price: Free Admission to the Home and Garden Show 

Pancake Tickets - $5 adults, $3 age 6-12, 
Children under 5 free

Place: Ruth Butler Building 
Sponsor: Escanaba Kiwanis 
Contact: Mary Beth Miller at 789-0900 or 786-1507 

On Saturday, April 27th, 
The FACE Program’s Family 

Circle will be held with 
the Fun Festival from 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. The theme 
is “This Place is a Zoo”. 

For more information, call 
723-2727 or 723-2719.



Community Information 
Did you miss your High School Senior 

Prom or just want to re-live that 
experience again? Here is your chance, 

now that you are a senior again!

Save the Date • May 18, 2013
Come & join us for a night of Dinner & Dancing

“Still, Forever Young” Senior Sr. Prom
$10.00 per person / $15.00 per couple

Island Resort and Casino Convention Center • Harris, Michigan

Hotel on-site at a discounted rate for our Seniors 
Must call ahead for reservations

More information to follow as it becomes available. If you have questions or to 
RSVP please call Lois (906) 553-9119 or Mary Lee (906) 639-2697
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The Hannahville Environmental Department will be distributing tree 
seedlings and saplings to the Community on:

Thursday, April 25th, and Friday, April 26th, 2013
The following tree species are on order:  Red Pine, White Pine, Red 
Oak, and Canoe Birch (please note that all species listed are subject 
to availability).  

Distribution will begin at 1:00 p.m., until 4:00 p.m. on April 25th , and 
from 8:00 a.m. until Noon on April 26th at the Hannahville Environ-

Did You Know?  

In 1936, the Hannahville Indian Community organized under a formal constitution which comprises our present 
day Tribal Council and Officers. 

On June 30, 2013, the Hannahville Indian Community will celebrate its 100th year of federal recognition.  This 
Act of Congress authorized the Secretary of the Interior to purchase lands for what would become the Hannahville 
Indian Community.

SIXTY-THIRD CONGRESS.  Session I, Chapter 4, page 103.  June 30, 1913

“For the purchase …of that portion of the Wisconsin Band of Pottawtomie Indians now residing in the States of 
Wisconsin and Michigan, … the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to expend the said sum of $150,000 
in the purchase of land to be taken into trust by the Government for the use and benefit of said Indians...”

TREE DISTRIBUTION FOR EARTH DAY AND ARBOR DAY

mental/Homemakers Building just south of the Tribal Administration Building.

Planting trees is beneficial to the environment.  They create wind breaks and shade that directly reduces heating 
and cooling energy consumption.  Trees are also beneficial to wildlife, providing food and habitat.  Guidance for 
planting instructions, locations and spacing will also be available.

For more information, call the Environmental Department at 723-2295.



TO ALL UNINSURED ADULTS:
The Adult Benefit Waiver, through Michigan Medicaid, opened for new enrollees on April 1, 2013. This open 
enrollment period will be for the month of April only and will close on April 30, 2013.
The program provides basic health insurance coverage to the residents of the State of Michigan with countable 
incomes at or below 35% of the federal poverty level. The coverage is funded by state general and federal title 
XIX funds to cover uninsured, childless adults over the age of 18.
If you have been referred to apply for Michigan Medicaid any time after 2010 and were denied or failed to apply, 
than you MUST REAPPLY for the ABW through Michigan Medicaid.
If you fail to complete the application process, than you will not be eligible for CHS funds through the Hannah-
ville Health Center.
There are several ways that you can apply:
• Call 723-2516 and schedule an appointment with Wendy Mojzych.
• Call 723-2546 and schedule an appointment with Amanda Braun.
• Call 786-5394 and schedule an appointment with Lulu Beauchamp, in Escanaba.
• Complete the application online at https://www.mibridges.michigan.gov/access/

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the Hannahville Health Center at 723-2521.

Health & Human Services 
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Greetings to All,  
I wanted to let the community know that we have a Drug Coalition that meets monthly.  We are very pleased to 
have this happening at this time.  We have addressed several areas of concern in our group such as Opiate Addic-
tion and Treatment, Prevention Activities, and Events.  We consist of different departments working together to 
improve the well being of the community.  Our Mission Statement is as follows:  

The Hannahville Indian Community Drug Coalition's mission is to educate the community on the effects, trends 
and treatment of drug and alcohol abuse within our local community.  We strive to work together to provide pre-
vention and intervention by developing a community wide response in collaboration with local departments and 
agencies.  

If you have any concerns or would like to attend a meeting please contact Sue Gustafson at  Behavioral Health.   
We look forward to any suggestions the community would like to make to help us in our efforts.  
Thank-you, the Hannahville Drug Coaltion  

Imagine having feelings that severely disrupt your ability to work, play, eat, sleep, and concentrate—then imagine 
having these feelings for weeks, months, or even years. That's what major depressive disorder is like. The good 
news? Depression can be treated, and people can recover.  

If you feel like you might be experiencing depression, you can call Hannahville Behavioral Health at 466-2878.  
We have counselors that are here to help you.   

Depression: Beyond the blues      
Everybody gets the blues sometimes—but depression is very different from the blues. About 
18.8 million Americans experience depressive disorders that affect how they sleep, eat, feel 
about themselves, and live their lives. Depression has physical and emotional symptoms and 
cannot be wished away; people with depression can't just "pull themselves together." People 
with major depressive disorder are subject to a pervading sense of sadness and loss of pleasure. 



Hannahville Happenings . April  2013 .                                          Page 17

Health & Human Services 
Workforce Development Agency

Stephen Gillotte, Vocational Counselor is available at the Visions Center from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month. Some examples of the no-cost services are:   

• Assistance in Writing Effective Resumes
• Job Search Skills Training
• Interviewing Skills Training
• Source of Job Leads (Local, State Civil Service, and Federal)
• Counseling (Employment Related)

For more information, call 906.228.3075 ext 405 or email him at: gillottes@michigan.gov

Employee 
Wellness 

Center
Located on the 2nd Floor of 

the Palm Tower in the Island 
Resort & Casino

To access the Employee 
Wellness Center, individu-
als must meet the following 
criteria:
•Be employed by: the Han-
nahville Indian Communi-
ty, Island Resort & Casino 
or Nah Tah Wahsh PSA.
OR
•Be a registered tribal 
member who is 18 years of 
age or older. 
OR
•Spouses of employees and 
Tribal members. 
For badge access to the 
Wellness Center, visit the 
Human Resources office 
within the Casino. Daily 
passes can also be obtained 
from casino security.
For more information call 
the Wellness Office at 723-
2038. 
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Fight for the
Troops 

Live Extreme 
Cagefighting, 

MMA & 
Kickboxing at 

its Best! 

Date:  May 4th
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Price: General 
Admission $20, 
Front Row - 
$30, VIP $50 or 
Table of 8 for 
$400 

Place: UP State 
Fairgrounds 
Ruth Butler 
Building 

Sponsor: Lights 
Out Fights 
of Dickinson 
County 

Contact: Lights 
Out Fights 906-
396-7628   
Presented by 
Lights Out 
Fights of Dick-
inson County, 
this event is 
all about the 
Troops! $1 
from every 
ticket sold at 
the door will be 
donated to the 
LCpl. Eric A 
Palmisano Care 
Package Proj-
ect. Also we 
will ask people 
to bring one 
item to donate, 
it will be sent to 
our troops serv-
ing in combat. 
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School News

Those interested in joining the campaign can sign up at FACE or call 906 723-2711... GED test-takers can find 
more information by visiting the Hannahville FACE Program. 

The GED test contains five parts that can be taken separately, but must all be passed to receive a high school cre-
dential. GED test-takers who have started the 2002 Series GED Test, but not finished and passed every section, 
have until the end of 2013 to do so. Otherwise, their scores will expire, and they will have to start over again with 
the new 2014 GED test. 

 CURRENT VERSION OF GED TEST TO EXPIRE AT END OF 2013 
Millions who have started but not finished the test at risk of having to start over.

The Hannahville FACE Program would like to share the launch of GED Testing Service 
campaign; Your Future is calling, to alert test-takers who need to finish the GED test 
by the end of 2013. The current version of the test—the 2002 Series GED Test—will 
expire at the end of 2013, along with incomplete test scores. As part of Adult Education 
& Family Literacy, invites all who are interested in completing their GED to come see 
what the possibilities are with the FACE program.  “More than a million adults have 
started but not finished the current GED test,” said Nicole Chestang, executive vice 
president of GED Testing Service. “As a nation, we cannot afford to let millions of 
working-aged adults miss this opportunity to complete and pass the GED test, opening doors to college, training, 
and better jobs.” 

“There are resources available to GED test-takers in every state. Whether you need classes, 
online preparation, or just someone to help you get through the process, support is available 
through the Hannahville FACE Program. “If you know a GED test-taker, please encourage 
them to test before the 2013 deadline. Come visit the FACE Program.   The new 4 GED 
test will be based on emerging national and state standards. It will offer dual performance 
levels where test-takers can earn the high school equivalency credential as well as an ad-
ditional endorsement that indicates career- and college-readiness. The test will be delivered 
solely on computer and offered only in official testing centers. 

Act now! Call 723-2722 or 723-2711 Rose Potvin or Amy Hall with any questions. 
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Hannahville Youth Services & K-Dance Express Dance Studio
Present

“Think Pink & Be Strong”
2013 Dance Revue

Thursday, April 18, 2013
Island Resort & Casino Show Room

7:00 PM
Doors open at 6:45 PM

If you have any questions, please call the Hannahville Youth Services Department at 466-2952 ext. 7718, 
Rod Lovell at 723-2716 or Rachel Fix at 723-2708.
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The following message, by an unknown author, reminds 
us all that children notice what we do, even when we think 
they are not looking!

When You Thought I Wasn’t Looking

When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you hang my 
first painting on the refrigerator, and I immediately want-
ed to paint another one.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you feed a stray 
cat, and learned that it was good to be kind to animals.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you make my 
favorite cake for me, and I learned that the little things can 
be the special things in life.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you make a 
meal and take it to a friend who was sick, and I learned we 
all have to help take care of each other.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I felt you kiss me 
good night and I felt loved and safe.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you take care 
of our house and everyone in it, and I learned we have to 
take care of what we are given.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw you handle 
your responsibilities even when you didn’t feel good, and 
I learned that I would have to be responsible when I grow 
up.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw tears come 
from your eyes and I learned that sometimes things hurt, 
but it’s all right to cry.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I saw that you cared, 
and I wanted to become everything that I could be.
When you thought I wasn’t looking, I looked at you and 
wanted to say “Thanks for all the things I saw when you 
thought I wasn’t looking.”

School News
Happy Spring!  Hopefully by the time this is being 
read, the snow and cold weather will be gone! Last 
month we celebrated Parenting Awareness Month 
with our annual Parent Appreciation Night. This 
is our way of showing appreciation to the parents, 
grandparents, and others who help in the education 
of all of our (your) children. Those attending enjoyed 
dinner and a guest speaker, and many went home 
with free books, door prizes, and extra food.
We are always looking for ways to improve and to 
better meet the needs of parents. Please let us know 
your ideas on what is needed for parents to be in-
volved in their child’s school. Call the school, 466-
2952, extension 2722 and leave a message if you 
have ideas. Thank you for your input!

HANNAHVILLE  AMERICAN  LEGION  POST 116
There will be an American Legion Meeting on Tuesday, May 

7, 2013, at 6:00 p.m. at Elders Complex #1.
All current members and all Auxillary members, please attend. 

Any Veterans wishing to join, please attend this meeting. 
Election of  Officers will be held. 

Thank you, James Wandahsega Commander
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Although words are shown with spaces between 
below, they appear as one word within the search. 

WABENO
talking lodge

MDODWGEMEK
sweat lodge

WIGWAM
traditional home

EDAYAN
place where I live

DAWEWGEMEK
store

SKONGEMEK
school

MSHKEKIWGEMEK
hospital/clinic

To learn more Potawatomi, visit
www.potawatomilanguage.org 

Activities 
Po
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Can you find 5 differenCes between these photos?
ORIGINAL CHANGED

ANSWERS: POSTER, HAT ON SHELF, CHAIR CORNER, FLOWER ON BOOKCASE, GRADUATE OUTLINE. 
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WISNIWGEMEK
restaurant

TADIWGEMEK
casino

SHONYAWGEMEK
bank



April  Birthdays
Rufus McCullough . . . . . . . . . . 4/1
Deborah Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/1

Ariel Meshigaud . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/2
Kayden Mathias  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/2

Tyrone Wandahsega  . . . . . . . . . 4/3

Gage Sagataw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/4
Duane Schuveiler  . . . . . . . . . . . 4/4

Ogeemabinaysee Anziano . . . . . 4/5
Crystal Lea  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/5

Gregory Williams Jr. . . . . . . . . . 4/6
Elizabeth Alexander  . . . . . . . . . 4/6
Steven Sagataw . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6
Brenda Bailey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6
Deborah Ingraham  . . . . . . . . . . 4/6

Dana Halfaday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/7
Juana Meshigaud . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/7
Lois Tovar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/7

Leia Williams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/8
Arianna Wandahsega . . . . . . . . . 4/8
Angela Wandahsega . . . . . . . . . 4/8

Cannon Brunette . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/9
Keanon Wandahsega . . . . . . . . . 4/9
Ray Silver Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/9

Charlene Sagataw . . . . . . . . . . . 4/10
Nahten Sagataw  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/10
Jessica McCullough  . . . . . . . . . 4/10
Robert Sagataw . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/10

Carley Sagataw . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/11
Francis Smith Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/11
Alvera Messnick . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/11

Timothy Wandahsega . . . . . . . . 4/12
Henry Philemon Jr. . . . . . . . . . . 4/12

Dante Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/13

Lenaya Halfaday-Anziano  . . . . 4/14
Jacob Metzger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/14
Donna Boda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/14

Tammy Hapner . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/15

Maxine Engel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/16

Kristine Gresh-Harirchian . . . . . 4/17
Louis Halfaday Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . 4/17
Alma Wandahsega . . . . . . . . . . . 4/17
Gerald Ritchie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/17

Andrew Hardwick . . . . . . . . . . . 4/18
Tashina Tovar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/18
Ongeequay Dowd . . . . . . . . . . . 4/18

Parker Trudeau Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . 4/20
Trischa Phillips-Donovan . . . . . 4/20
Gary Little Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/20
Ricky Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/20
Patricia Wandahsega . . . . . . . . . 4/20

Dakota Meshigaud  . . . . . . . . . . . 4/21
Roy Frye Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/21
Walter Pearson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/21
Carol Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/21
Eugene Klann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/21

Jolene Eichhorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/23
Peter Halfaday III . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/23

Diamond Hardwick . . . . . . . . . . . 4/24
Anthony Williams Jr.  . . . . . . . . . 4/24
Albert Larson Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/24

Lance Sagataw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/25
Lori Megenuph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/25

Michelle Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/26
Harvey Sagataw Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . 4/26

Ian Metzger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/27
Bryan Sagataw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/27
Jesse Smith Sr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/27
Daniel Rangel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/27
Rita Ritchie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/27

Aaron Deragon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/28
Christine Metzger . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/28

Katelyn Meshigaud . . . . . . . . . . . 4/29
Kaylee Meshigaud  . . . . . . . . . . . 4/29
Kimberly Thunder . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/29
Charles W. Meshigaud  . . . . . . . . 4/29
Bonnie Gafner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/29

Ayla Polfus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/30
Rodney Meshigaud . . . . . . . . . . . 4/30
Mary Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/30
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Happy Birthday to 
Rufus McCullough! 

(April 1), Love from 
aunty Jessica and 

cousins Olivia, Sophie 
and Natalie!

“Mino 30th Dbishkaan 
Ongeequay”!! Love: The 

Webkamigad/McCullough 
family <3

Happy Birthday to Jessica, Ongeequay 
and Lanaya from the Robinsons

Happy Birthday 
Toshineeba! Love ya, Lee

Happy Birthday to 
a wonderful niece, 

Ongeequay, who has 
brought many smiles 
and laughter to us! 
Love, Aunty Jessica

Happy Birthday to 
The Beastest Gramma 
Ever! Love, Daydadee

Hello Hello Mamma. Just 
wanted to say Happy Birthday. 

Love you, Davin R (Dave)

Happy Birthday Boo Nana! Love 
Uncle Dave, David Lee & Manda

Happy Birthday Tash! Love Uncle 
Dave, David Lee & Princess

Happy Birthday Ongee! 
Love, Mer & Molly

Happy Birthday to my mom! 
Hope you have a wonderful 

day!! We love you with all our 
hearts. Love, Jill, Jesse, Jadrian, 

Jesse James and Katalena

Happy Birthday to my son’s 
Tyrone (4/3) and Tony (4/24). 

Love Mom

Happy Birthday 
Tashina! Love, Molly 

and Mercedes

Happy 2nd birthday to 
my #1 grandson Sonny 

Boy Parker Trudeau, April 
20th. Luv grandma Mare



Personal Ads

Congradulations Taylor Halfaday for 
being inducted into National Honor 

Society!! We are so proud of  you 
Taylor. This is such a tremendous 

accomplishment. You are going to do 
great things in your life Taylor, and 

this proves you can do what ever you 
put your mind to!

Love You: Mom n Dad
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SAGATAW FAMILY REUNION - Plan your vacation to be in Hannah-
ville on June 29, 2013.  The descendants of Levi and Helen Saga-
taw are planning a reunion to be held at the Pow Wow grounds at 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday June 29th before the proposed 100 year 
tribal ceremony.  

Food and beverage will be catered for the reunion event.  Please 
RSVP with Tony Mancilla, 723-2611 if you plan to attend.  We are 
also inviting the relatives of Helen Sagataw down in Harbor 
Springs/Petoskey area.  

This will be a great event so don’t miss it.  The LPGA golf event 
is also that weekend so plan on attending all the festivities.  We 
hope to see all of you there.  

April 13th
Happy GOLDEN Birthday

Dante Miller
With Love from, 
MOM and Family

Happy Anniversary 
to Ray and Bear 

from the Robinson’s. 

Happy 24th Wedding 
Anniversary to Ernie. 

Love Ruth

Happy 1st Anniversary to Meshelle 
and Jared Jackson

Happy Birthday 
Charlie W. Mesh-
igaud. Love, Mom, 
Dad & Sisters

Happy Birthday wishes to all my April Birthdays: Rufus, 
Tom Jr., Ogee, Dad, Jessica, Lenaya, uncle Joe and the 

late papa Jerome! Love, Ongeequay

Happy birthday mother! :) 
Love your sweet daughter, 

OLIVIA!

Memorial birthday wish to our dad in heaven. Jerome McCullough 4/16/38

Happy Birthday Ongeequay! 
From Olivia & Sophie

Happy birthday Ongeequay! 
From your lovely mom 

SAVE THE DATE
Great Lakes Area

Traditional Pow Wow
Hosted by the Hannahville Indian Community

June 21-23, 2013
Woodland Valley Gathering Grounds 

Wilson, Michigan

HOST DRUM: BEAR CREEK
Everyone is welcome!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
visit www.hannahville.net or find our 

event on facebook 
CONTACT POW WOW COMMITTEE

Vendor information • Mark Larson 
(906) 553-2301

General Questions/drum contact • Molly 
Meshigaud (906) 723-2274

Save the Date
The 19th Annual Potawatomi Gathering is being 

hosted by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi located 
in Dowagiac, Michigan. The Language Conference will 
be held August 5-7, 2013. The Gathering will be held 

August 8-11, 2013. For more information visit the 
Gathering website at www.potawatominations.com
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SAVE THE DATES
“Showcasing Native American Culture” will be an event 
at the Sesquicentennial Bash in Escanaba, MI. The city of 
Escanaba is hosting a 2 week long celebration and has in-
vited the Hannahville Indian Community’s Culture Commit-
tee to put on an educational performance. It will be held at 
Ludington Park in the Band Shell on Thursday, July 11 from 
2:00-5:00 p.m. 
“Native American Day” at the U.P. State Fair is set for 
Thursday, August 15, 2013. There will be a mini pow wow 
held within the Activities Tent along with vendors and infor-
mational booths. Events will start at noon and end at 5:00. 
There will be a discounted gate admission for all Tribal ID 
carriers. 

For more information about these events call the  
Potawatomi Heritage Center at (906) 723-2270. 


