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Family Literacy Night
was held Tuesday, November 8th at Hannahville Indian School.
There were numerous activities for children to participate in. 
The FACE program had a station that included a tea party with 
rhymes and songs,  making masks and storytime. Staff from 

FACE Educator Amy Hall at one of the 
many storytime sessions offerred. 

Language Department Staff reading “The 
Old Blind Couple” in Potawatomi. 

 Families listening to the story while 
riding on the carraige.

		      Daycare/Early Head Start and the Language Department also 
had storytelling stations. In the Library Miss Sue did an amazing job reading 
“There Was an Old Lady who Swallowed Some Leaves”. At the end of the night 
families took horse-drawn carraige rides while Rachel Fix from the Youth Center read 
books to them. For those of you who didn’t get a chance to take a horse and carriage 
ride, Strahl’s will be back on Tuesday, December 6th for “Soup, Stories, and Santa!” 
Thank you to all who attended and helped put it on! The Event was a success! 

Miss Sue putting on a great performance 
while reading her story in the library.

Participants already enjoying a book they 
received from the give-away.

The horses were very friendly and allowed 
the children to get close to them. 



Christmas Parties
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Local Events
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UP Steam and Gas Christmas in the Village 
Friday, December 2nd  1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  and

 Saturday, December 3rd   10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the UP State Fairgrounds 

Tour the historic museum and shops and say hello to Santa and enjoy fresh roasted chestnuts.
FREE ADMISSION Please consider bringing non-perishable food items or a new unwrapped toy to 

help make someone else's Christmas merry. Any questions, call 906-786-2192 

Escanaba Christmas Parade 
Friday, December 2nd at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact Bonnie Wenick-Kutz at 789-0900 with any questions. 

Saturday Story Hour
Every Saturday at 1:30 p.m. at the Escanaba Public Library. The program is FREE and for children 4 
years and older and will include stories and a craft activity. Although the date has yet to be set, Santa 
will be at one of the Story Hours in December. Please call 789-7323 with any questions or visit www.
escanabalibrary.org

This year’s Delta Chamber “Off the Beaten Path” Excursion will be 
touring on December 3rd, 2011
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MIGWETTH to all the girls (and women!) who came out for the "Girls Night In" event that was host-
ed by Hannahville Youth Services on Saturday, November 12th! We hope you enjoyed the food, pro-
grams, desserts, and especially spending time with everyone. Special thanks to Kris Blahnik, Jessica 
McCullough, and Amanda Gunville from the Health Center for their "Healthier You" presentation and 
also to Adrian Ransfer for helping with set up for the event. 

Youth News 

Pictured are the winners of the Lions Club Peace 
Poster Contest sponsored by Heart of the North 
Lions Club at Hannahville School. The sixth 
graders participated in the 24th annual Lions 
International Peace Poster Contest working on 
their posters in art class under guidance of art 
teacher Lynn Moore. Lions Club International 
is sponsoring the contest to emphasize the im-
portance of world peace to young people every-
where.
The poster was selected by the Heart of the 
North Lions Club members for its originality, ar-
tistic merit, and portrayal of the contest theme, 
"Children Know Peace." The first place winner 
will advance to the district level to compete with 
other winners in the U.P. 
In the photo, from left to right are 3rd place 
winner Aspen Lee, 2nd place Ruby Troxell and 
1st place winner Dayson Beaver.  They received 
prizes of $25 (1st place), $15 (for 2nd), and $10 
(for 3rd).  Thank you to all the participants and 
Congratulations to the winners!
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Student Information

Dear Parents/Guardians:

The cold weather is here! Many of our students are 
coming to school without their winter gear. Please 
make sure that your child comes to school each 
day dressed in their winter clothes, because they 
do get outdoor recess time each day.

We feel that it is important for students to get 
fresh air everyday. If they do not have boots or 
snow pants, they will go outside, but will remain 
on the sidewalk so they do not get wet. 

Thank you! 

Rose Potvin, Elementary Principal
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Community Health 

On January 1, 2012, we are starting a weight loss challenge for 
Tribal members and spouses of Tribal members of the Hannahville Indian Community. 

This is a 17 week couple challenge which will end on April 30, 2011. This does not mean you have to 
have your husband or wife as your partner, but you do have to have a partner. The prize for the team 
with highest percentage of weight loss at the end of the 17 weeks is $1,000. The prize of $1,000 is a 
large sum of money, so we will be setting some rules that need to be followed throughout this chal-
lenge to be eligible to win the prize at the end. 
If you have any medical considerations or concerns, you will need to get medical clearance from your 
physician prior to January 1st, which is the start date of this challenge.
You must sign up by December 9, 2011.
For challenge rules and to sign up contact either:
Tracy L. Sagataw @ 723-2565 or Erin Davis @ 723-2534

REACH for HEALTH

“Weight Loss Challenge”
Hannahville Department of Health and Human Services
Community Health

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
Hannahville Indian Community’s

Wellness Advisor Council
wants the ideas and input from our Community.

If you have ideas or thoughts on ways to increase the Health and 
Wellness of Hannahville please let us know.  

You can email or send you ideas to:
 Kris Blahnik

 N15019 Hannahville B-1 Rd
 Wilson MI 49896 

kris.blahnik@hichealth.org
or just drop it off at the Health Center.

Hannahville Indian Community’s Wellness Advisor Council
 is funded under the REACH MNO grant.

SPOTLIGHT ON HEALTH

Tracy Sagataw 
You Were Caught 
Doing Something 

Healthy!!

Spot Light on Health is brought to you by: 
the Hannahville Indian Community’s Wellness Advisor Council and is funded under the REACH MNO grant.

Tracy is a Hannahville Tribal Member who 
works in the Fitness Center and is a 

Certified Personal Trainer!



Well-ness (wel-nis) n  The condition of good physical, mental and spiritual health, esp. when main-
tained by proper diet and exercise. Webster's Dictionary   "Example moves the world more than doc-
trine." -  Henry Miller 

We may have arrived at this point for a host of reasons, however when we like what see in the exam-
ples of others, we become attracted to their actions. It is human nature to observe others and imitate 
behaviors that seem rewarding. We did it when we were young. Unfortunately, we often decided to 
imitate unhealthy habits along with healthy ones. In fact, most of us realize this only after years of of 
unhealthy imitations. We now have opportunities to imitate behaviors that are physically, mentally 
and spiritually rewarding.

Offering good examples of behavior to others is rewarding in many ways. It helps us stay commit-
ted to the progress, and it becomes a valued habit, one that's guaranteed to carry us more securely 
into the days ahead. Remember saving up for that 10 speed bike? Remember weeding the garden? 
Remember sweating into humid summer evening completing mowing, raking and securing our equip-
ment away? Remember the rewards of looking back at that effort? That sense of accomplishment 
when complimented on our nice bicycle, gardens, yard and sense of security knowing that our pos-
sessions are stored. Well the rewards of our efforts are far too numerous to list here however, it is our 
wish to "spotlight"  those healthy examples that many of us are familiar with and perhaps from time to 
time discover new ones that we might want to try ourselves!

In an effort to foster "wellness", a collection of individuals along with
 some Health Center Employees have volunteered to promote, coord-
inate and highlight activities that foster "wellness". The rewards? 
Good physical, mental and spiritual health. A better sense of self res-
ults in a better community. A better community results in a better 
quality of life that we all seek regardless of motives. We hope you will
 look forward to re-discovering healthy habits, perhaps being remin-
ded of past healthy habits we have stopped exhibiting and tryin'em 
out again! Perhaps you may even try a new behavior or activity and 
discover that you enjoy it! Good health & good rewards to you is our 
wish!        

Watch for our New Program “Warriors of Wellness”
Brought to you by: REACH for Wellness, Hannahville Health Center

Starting Jan 1, 2012 
All health and wellness programs from the Hannahville Health Center will 

have Wellness Bucks implemented for participation.
Native Americans and persons living in their household who attend will 

receive and can save their bucks to shop at our Wellness Store.  
More information forthcoming!

New Year’s Eve
Sobriety 
Pow wow
When:  Saturday, 

December 31, 2011 
Location:  Chi Mukwa 

Recreation Center, 
2 Ice Circle, Sault Ste. Marie, 

MI 49783 
For more Information 

contact Jackie Minton, 
Office: 906-635-6050, 203-4977 

or 440-5915. 
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Community Health



Just a friendly reminder…….
If you have completed the flu shot, 
the first bi-monthly program, well-
ness events, health fair, HRA’S 
and still have the coupons in your 
workbook please drop them off 
in the  *Wellness Office Collec-
tion Box or at the Wellness Office. 
Thank you!!!
Wellness Office Collection 

Box Locations:
School Building: In the main office 
on the wall next to the counter
Administration Building: Under 
our wellness board
Health Department Building: Un-
der our wellness board
Casino: On the wall outside the 
Wellness Office

Health Risk Appraisals 
can be scheduled by calling the 
Wellness Office at 723-2038. 
Please note that there is an HRA 
questionnaire that must be com-
pleted prior to your scheduled ap-
pointment. If the questionnaire is 
not completed prior to your ap-
pointment, your Health Risk Ap-
praisal will have to be resched-
uled! Health Risk Appraisals take 
approximately 30 minutes to com-
plete and are worth 20 Wellness 
Points.

Well-Ed Sessions will begin in December. More information regarding dates and times will follow in 
November! Be sure to check the "Wellness Boards” in your building and your “Weekly Tips” for updates! 

APPROVED WELLNESS EVENT:
Santa Boogie 5K at Menominee Catholic Central. Starts at 10:00 a.m. Fees: donation of non-perishable 
goods or monetary donation or St. Vincent DePaul or Salvation Army food pantries. Contact Dan Paul 
with any questions at (906) 428-4457. This event will have a sign up sheet, please make sure you sign 
it to receive your points! 

Breastfeeding Support Group:
Open to any pregnant or breastfeeding mothers. It will be held every 1st Wednesday of the month at 
3:00PM at the School Resource Room. Call Erin Davis at 723-2534 or Mandi at 723-2544.

Employee Wellness Program

Please like us on FaceBook and 
find out what’s new with the 
Wellness Program
FB Page: Hannahville Indian
Community Wellness Office
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	 	 	 	 	 	   WE’RE BACK!
						                         Come join us at the 

					     HANNAHVILLE BOXING 
							       EXHIBITION 
 
	 	 	            December 10, 2011            Admission $2.00
	 	               at the Community Center       Concessions on site 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Fights start at 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	      5:00 p.m. est. 
	 	 	 	 	 	      Belts will be up for grabs!
			                               Any questions, please call  Keith Tebear at 241-4261

SHI SHI BE
When: Saturday, 
December 31st
Doors open at Noon

Lunch served at 1:00 Games will 
start following lunch and be done 

by supper time

Where: 
Community Center

Look online at 
www.potawatomilanguage.org 

for the vocabulary list  

Community Information

The Hannahville Tribal Police Department 
is looking for YOUR help!

Information leading to the stolen property 
and/or the person(s) responsible will receive 

a CASH REWARD!
The stolen property is light tan colored couch 
and love seat, black TV stand with two glass 

shelves and tan colored DVD/CD rack.
Contact HPD at 466-2911.
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Winter Feast for Spirits
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Hannahville Housing Department

HOMES FOR RENT
To apply stop in the Housing Department to fill out 

or update an application 
Monday - Friday  8am - 4pm 

Housing Department will no longer accept phone calls for updates
Deadline is December 5, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. no exceptions

Elders duplex $100.00 per month 3-Bedroom, 2 bathroom, full basement home in 
the Cedarview Sub-Division $250.00 per month 

plus security deposit

Bbon Gibekwe
If you want someone in the spirit world to have something you have, give it to someone in this world 
and the person that is the beneficiary of the gift should wear, hold or keep whatever was given for a year 
in memory of the person that was mentioned at the time of the giveaway. It is an honor to give and it is 
an honor to receive. 

An example of that is if someone gives me a blanket, I should think about that person each time I see or 
use it. I might want to put out a small food offering occasionally to honor that person that was metioned 
in the giveaway as well. In that food offering I should include some nensema and mention the persons 
name. I should never put this where somoneone might step on it and I should always put it on the west 
side of my house, preferably under a tree. If that person who was mentioned at the time of the giveway 
has a little spirit house at the cemetery I might also go there and offer some berries, fish or other wild 
meat. I will only have to offer maybe a teaspoon of food or a single berry and again some nensema. 
When I do that I will be feeding the spirits and I must remember that a little bit here goes a long way 
there.

Every once in a while I might also want to put my food offerings on a small piece of red material be-
cause the spirits use the material to dress others less fortunate. I must always remember that if I don’t 
take care of them, who will? Also, you need to say if I don’t teach someone else how to do these things 
while I’m still here, who will do it for me when I’m gone. Gee-beh-kwe, normally spelled Gi be kwe, is 
what you will do when you complete this. Typically we call this feasting the spirits. There is a specific 
language to use when doing this, but if you don’t use or know the language do your best and use the 
English Language if you need to. 

Submitted by: Earl Meshigaud Sr. 



Activities 
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Can you find 5 differences between these photos?
ORIGINAL CHANGED

(Although the word may have spaces, it appears as one 
within the word search)

 

KANMIN PKWEZHGEN
Corn bread

WEZHASHKEMDE
Dumplings

MBEGGE’GEN
Hamburger

DEKYAK
Ice cream

PKWEZHGENABO
Gravy or soup with flour

 
To learn more Potawatomi, visit

www.potawatomilanguage.org 

ANSWERS: HEART ON SHIRT, SPEAKER MISSING, COAT HANGING ON 
TABLE, POSTER ON WALL, SQUARE MISSING ON SHIRT
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December Birthdays
Pauline Louis . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/1

Luke De Verney . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/5

Alex Roy Sagataw. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/6
William Sjoholm Jr. . .  .  .  .  .  .  12/6
Jack Philemon. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/6

Robert St Germain . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/7
Shawn Paul. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/7
Peter Ray Keshick. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/7

Peggy De Leon. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/8
Leon Philemon. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/8
Lynn Philemon. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/8
Rodney Frye Sr. . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/8

Rhoda Larson . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/9
Timothy Smith . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/9
Mason Thunder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/9
Demitrius Wandahsega. .  .  .  .  12/9

Ernest Hardwick. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/10
Camilo Rodriguez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/10

Veronica Williams. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/11
Katrina Keezer . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/11
Micheal Wandahsega Jr.. .  .  .  12/11
Olivia Manitowabi . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/11
Danielle Grove . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/11
Braylene Williams. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/11
Ava Tovar-Keezer. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/11

Glenn Teeple. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/12
Joel Smith. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/12

Joshua Kastar . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/14

Charles H. Meshigaud. .  .  .  .  .  12/15

Constance Sagataw. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/16
Natalie Manitowabi. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/16
Jesse Smith. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/16

Charlene Peters. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/17
Keith Gill . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/17
Kendra Ritchie . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/17

Alita Ritchie . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/19
Ethan Smith. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/19

Mary Starnes. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/20
Jeffrey Hapner. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/20
 
Mary Meshigaud. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/21
Nancy Grant . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/21
Amanda Smith . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/21

Eli Smith. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/22

Cecile Toney. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/24
Janet Coakley . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/24
Noreena Dwyer. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/24

Ralph Little. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/26
Cedric Halfaday . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/26
Carter La Fave. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/26

Kandi Emery. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/28

Michelle Troxell. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/29
Dashawn Metzger. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/29

Mariah Sagataw . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/30

Mary Johnson. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/31
Joseph Seymour . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/31
Brandon Browneagle . .  .  .  .  .  12/31
Xander Spry . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12/31

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
to the love of my life, Jesse Raymond 
Wabanimkee. So happy to start a new 
year with you again, but happier be-

cause you are now my husband. 
Luv, your wife, Jill Marie

Happy Birthday Veronica Mae!
Love,

Jill, Jesse and the boyz
Hope you have a wonderful day cuzzin! 

Love ya tons gurl!

Merry 
Christmas 
Jadrian & 

Jesse!
Love,

Mama 

Happy 
Birthday 

Mommy! 
Love,

Dae’a and 
Debrianna

Happy 8th Birthday Demitrius 
Wandahsega (December 9th) 

Love,
Mom, Dad & Family

Happy 18th Birthday 
Michael Wandahsega Jr. 

(December 11th)
Love,  Your Family

Jim Wandahsega got an eight point buck 
on November 3rd around 6:00 p.m. Using 
a bow, he was able to get a straight heart 

shot. The buck only ran 75 yards.

Bani and Dayten on Oct. 18th Ann Arbor, MI 
Motts NICU Dayten Ryder Wandahsega

7 lbs. 4.8 oz. born September 22nd
Father: Manitoubani Wandahsega, Grandmoth-

er: Rosalind Wandahsega, Grandfather: Ken 
Metzger Mother: Dana Picard, Grandmother: 

Lori Picard, Grandfather: Allen DeCota 
Big Sisters: Marissa Rose Meshigaud and 

Dayonna Rose Picard 
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We feel so proud to see 
that our little girl has 

grown into a fine, young 
woman. We couldn’t be 
any happier! Happy 17th 

Birthday Olivia! Love,  
Mom, Dad, Natalie & 

Sophie

Natalie, Happy 8th 
Birthday! You are 

growing up so fast. 
Mom and Dad love 

you so,so,so, so much! 
xoxoxoxox
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Deadline for January’s 
Newsletter:

December 16

Attention Readers:
Hannahville Happenings newsletters are now be-

ing added to the www.hannahville.net website
Issues from March 2011 to the current are avail-
able for download and from December on will be 

in full color for better picture viewing. 
Don’t forget the newsletter is also available 

through email. If you would like to be added to the 
newsletter email list, please send an email to-

newsletter@hicservices.org
You can also visit our facebook page (Hannahville 
Happenings) for pictures that didn’t make it into 
an issue, job postings and reminders of events. 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Tribal offices will be closed on the following days this month:

1/2 day Friday, December 23rd 
 

Monday, December 26th

1/2 day Friday, December 30th 

Monday, January 2nd


